
Chat Box Check In

Please tell us yourï

Name

SAU/District

Role
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Please feel free to unmute yourself and ask

questions as they come up 

or

drop any questions in the Chat Box 

and we will answer them.

Good Morning!

Please noteï

When you enter the meeting, 

your mics will automatically be muted.

Thank you very much.



Maine Educators Areï



Introductions:

Team Members 

Roberta Lucas ïFederal Programs Coordinator

roberta.lucas@maine.gov

Leora Byras ïSpecial Education Consultant

leora.byras@maine.gov

Anne-Marie Adamson ïSpecial Education Consultant

anne-marie.adamson@maine.gov

Colette Sullivan ïSpecial Education Consultant

colette.sullivan@maine.gov

mailto:roberta.lucas@maine.gov
mailto:leora.byras@maine.gov
mailto:anne-marie.Adamson@maine.gov
mailto:colette.soldati@maine.gov


Please noteï

For more specific and individualized student 

planning, data collection or similar, please 

contact appropriate team member, such as 

your BCBA, school psychologist or other 

trained personnel.
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Office of Special Services

Data Collection

Interval Recording

Zoom Meeting Date:  

Friday 10/30/2020



Data Collection Methods

ÅInterval Recording

ÅLatency Recording 

ÅFunctional Behavior Assessments

ÅTransition Planning
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We want to do it all.

How can we use Data to paint the story of 

whatôs happening right now?

Always remember ï

Child First
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A prerequisite for measuring and tracking 

data on behavior is to be able to 

Operationally Define

the target behavior as well as the desired 

replacement behavior.
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How might you

Operationally Define 

Running ?
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Running can be defined as:  Rapidly moving through the 

movement of oneôs feet at a pace that exceeds normal walking 

speed.

Considerations:

ï How far does the person need to travel for it to count as running?

ï Does it matter what direction the person is moving in?

Running now defined as:  Rapidly moving in a forward trajectory through 

the movement of oneôs feet at a pace that exceeds normal walking speed for 

at least 5 steps.

Adding Examples:

ü Rapidly moving across the inside playground to access the swing before another 

child at a pace faster than normal walking speed.

ü Rapidly moving down the hallway toward the exterior door at a pace faster than 

normal walking speeds.

Adding Non Examples:

ü Rapidly moving out of the way of a moving vehicle in the parking lot.

ü Rapidly moving 3 steps to sit at the table when directed to do so.

ü Rapidly moving across the gym when running is part of the directed activity.

https://accessibleaba.com/blog/define-behavior

https://accessibleaba.com/blog/define-behavior


Operational Definition

Keep the Operational Definition

child specific.  

Remember to include those behaviors that 

are specific to that child.

Include those areas that you want to be 

your focus.



Interval Recording

Partial Interval Recordingïa time sampling method for 

measuring behavior in which the observation is divided into a 

series of brief time intervals. The observer records whether the 

target behavior occurred at any time during the interval. Tends 

to overestimate the proportion of the observation period.

Whole Interval Recordingïa time sampling method for 

measuring behavior in which the observation period is divided 

into a series of brief time intervals. At the end of each interval, 

the observer records whether the target behavior occurred 

throughout the entire interval. Tends to underestimate the 

proportion of the observation period.

Cooper, John O., Timothy E. Heron, William L. Heward. Applied Behavior Analysis 2nd Edition, 

Columbus: Pearson, 2007. 
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Interval Recording

Best Used When:

- The behavior is continuous or has an onset and end that are 

difficult to distinguish.

Å Behaviors are not happening at such a high rate that it is 

hard to document.

Do Not Use When:

Å The behavior is difficult for you to time because it requires an 

observer's undivided attention. 

Å Teachers interested in this measurement strategy may need 

to ask someone else to observe and collect whole interval 

data for them while they are working with students or 

engaged in instruction.

http://www.specialconnections.ku.edu/?q=assessment/data_based_decision_

making/teacher_tools/partial_interval_recording
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Interval Recording

Examples:

Åleaving oneôs seat

Åraising oneôs hand

Åyelling out an answer

Åasking to go to the bathroom

Åbeing late or being on time to class

http://www.specialconnections.ku.edu/~specconn/page/assessment/ddm/pdf/Event_recording

_examplerevised.pdf
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Types of Interval Recording

Å In whole interval time sampling, you observe the student for a few 

seconds at designated intervals and notice whether the behavior 

occurs for the whole interval that you are looking for it (mark "yes" 

or "no" as to whether this behavior occurred for the whole time that 

you were watching).

Å Example Behavior Definition: Being on-task including looking at the 

teacher while she is talking; talking to the teacher; or looking at assignment 

Total Observation Time: 10 minutes Length of each interval: 1 minute

Å During each time interval:

Å Look to see if the behavior occurs throughout the entire interval

ÅIf the behavior stops at any time, place an ñOò for that interval

ÅIf, at the end of the interval the behavior is still occurring, place an x ñXò 

for that interval

* At the end of your observation time, total the number of ñXòs (This is what 

you graph)

http://www.specialconnections.ku.edu/~specconn/page/assessment/ddm/pdf/Whole_Interval_

examplerevised.pdf

http://www.behavioradvisor.com/BehRecord.html
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Whole Interval Recording
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Whole Interval Recording



Types of Interval Recording

Å In partial interval recording, you mark whether the behavior 

occurred at least once during the short observation interval.

Å Partial interval recording can be used to measure behaviors that happen so 

quickly that it is hard to catch (the behavior itself does not last for a long 

time).

Å During each time interval:

Å Look to see if the behavior occurs

ÅOnce the behavior occurs, put an ñXò in that interval

ÅIf, at the end of the interval the behavior did not occur, place an ñOò in 

that interval

* At the end of your observation time, total the number of checkmarks and 

create a percentage (This is what you graph)

http://www.specialconnections.ku.edu/~specconn/page/assessment/ddm/pdf/Partial_Interval_

example.pdf

http://www.behavioradvisor.com/BehRecord.html


